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Pair Linked to Iran
Put Out Magazines

A i:gy NANCY SKELTON and SAUL RUBIN, Times Staff Writers

% "SAN FRANCISCO—Two Bay
Agpa men accused of being part of a
8 to sell thousands of missiles to
g were described Friday by
Jnlends and acquaintances as per-
*sdifality opposites whose common

was a penchant for writing in
o electronic warfare maga-

o E fact, Paul Sjeklocha, alias Paul
-Cyutter, and George Neranchi oper-
athd for the last several months out
-bf*a small Santa Clara magazine
"cempany that published two highly
lethnical defense system journals.
.->. BDA Publishing Co., which was
reported to be in financial difficul-
ties after failing to meet publication
scliedules for several months, is
now ready to resume operations,
according to one of its writers.
. Neranchi is the firm's publisher
and Sjeklocha is “undercurrents
editor.”

Qomlr-q Charge
- -Beven people, including Sjeklo-
cha, Neranchi and a U.S. Army
lieutenant colonel, were charged
Thursday with conspiracy to sell
sophisticated American and
French weapons to Iran for more
tian $140 million. i

. Sjeklocha allegedly told an un- ‘

fercover FBI agent he had re-
teived “between $6 million and $8
qmillion in profit” from arms deal-
ings with the Iranians over the last
{wo years.
- In interviews with friends,
heighbors and acquaintances, Sjek-
locha was described as a colorful
braggart, full of stories about ex-
E{‘)lits in the Soviet Union and
‘hina. Neranchi was pictured as a
mild-mannered, successful Silicon
Yalley executive.

- Harry Martin of Na& BubUsher
of a competing m ne ense
Systems Eeview an% %Ee man who
Hired Sjeklocha and Neranchi to

k Tor another journal in 1983

wor X
§_§_II§ ?ﬂoc”l'i_if as a_man w}i‘_o
never shut up.. Neranchi, on the
gher hand, ilh!eir former boss said,
was "gentle, personable . . . more
am‘:mﬁmnﬁn—'— gs.
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i Work With CIA Claimed

= Martin said SFklocha told him

that he wor or the n
cow d the T
idents out of the

ocha to at he was
er y the tussians an

viet Union.

Feld in a Yugoslavian jail Trom 1976

0 .

~ Sjeklocha also claimed, accord-
ing to Martin, that he was once shot
i the head on the Chinese-Russian
border and that the “most beautiful
thing he ever saw was the face of
the Russian soldier as he was
carried to safety.”
~Martin said that while Sjeklocha
was a “name-dropper and a master
a} getting people to do things for
Rim,” Neranchi was more “down to
eprth.”

- Although ‘Martin said the pair
were not particularly good friends,
they overcame their personal diffi-
culties enough to launch, two de-
fense publications, Journal of C4l
Countermeasures and Military Sci-
ence and Technology, together
with Laina Farhat, Neranchi's fi-
ance.

+ Experts Elisted

.The threesome were able to
enlist the support of many
well-known experts in the defense
freld, including Reagan Adminis-
tration arms control negotiator Eu-

gene V. Rostow and at least two !

senior fellows at the Hoover Insti-
tution at Stanford University.

One source at the Hoover Insti-
tation, a contributor to the maga-
zines who asked not to be identi-
fled, described Sjeklocha as “an
ehgaging man, widely read—a man
of broad culture.”

= Julian Lake, a retired Navy
admiral and a contributor to the
jqurnals, said he disagreed with
Martin's assessment of Sjeklocha.

_ “He didn’t boast a lot—at least to
me,” Lake said from his Santa
Clara home Friday. He agreed that
the pair have different personali-

: ‘Wheeler-Dealer’

~“Neranchi was a marketeer,”
Lake said, “while Cutter (Sjeklo-
ga) was a more of a wheeler-deal-
ertypeof guy.”

« Sjekiocha, 47, lives with his sec-
ond wife, Pat, in a modest home in
the western part of San Jose. One
resume lists him as a one-time
college professor, but his last
l‘nown occupation was working for

the magazine. Martin said Sjeklo-
cha was born in lowa of Yugoslav
parents.

A profile printed in the Septem-
ber, 1984, issue of the Journal of
C4l Countermeasures describes
Sjeklocha as a “political scientist
with an academic background in
Communist systems (who) served
for a time in Moscow with the USIA
(United States Information Agen-
cy)”.

USIA officials in Washington
confirmed Sjeklocha worked for
the agency in 1963 in Moscow but
was barred from future employ-
ment with the agency after he
wrote a book that the agency said
compromised a dissident Soviet
artist. Sjeklocha’s ‘‘Unofficial Art
in the Soviet Union” was published

by the University of California
Press in 1967.

Sjeklocha’s bent for the flamboy -
ant sometimes rubbed people the
wrong way.

One of Sjeklocha’s neighbors fi-
nally “got tired of listening to him”
talk about his many trips abroad.
“He was always telling you how he
was going over to Paris and other
places like that to have meetings
with admirals and generals. . . ,”
Norman Widaseck said.

But another neighbor, Marilyn
_lnt.rieri. found Sjeklocha stimulat-
ing. .

“He was a very patriotic person
who cared about his country. . . ,”
Intrieri said. “He was appalled
when the Berkeley City Council
refused to have a Pledge of Alle-



